


Coco Mitchell, 56 years old, runway fitting model, 

former girlfriend of John De lorean, first black 

Sports illustrated swimsuit model, fitting model for 

Bill Blass



Coco Mitchell, fitting model, runway, 56 years old



Helen Powers, size 8, 52 years old



These are sketches made by Peter Som- you can 

see that they  easy to interpret- the proportions 

are closer to a real woman's body. And the details 

are larger.



he muslin is where the designer has an opportunity 

to explore a few options 3 dimensionally- typically 

a designer will spend as long as an hour 

reworking one dress or gown.  We cut necklines 

or sleeves or hems. Pin on additional pieces. Use 

masking tape to fill in areas.



Finished dress on the runway.  Note the knot detail 

just above left waist and on right hip.  Oftentimes 

a designer will want to continue w a detail from a 

previous season, these knots have turned up in 

Peters work for several seasons



Some of  Peter Som's  design method is to create a 

fictional customer and place her in a fictional 

setting,a sort of design improvisation, and he then 

designs the collection with that person and story 

in mind.   This example of the drawing game 

Exquisite Corpses is an example of how a 

creative person like Peter has fun with his design 

and drawing ability Peter drew the bottom third,



This season the story that Peter told was of a 

madwoman trapped in an insane asylum,   He 

always likes for the woman to look a bit 

disheveled, that means if you are making tucks, 

they will all be pointing in different directions, and 

be different depths, hems will be twisted, linings 

will be sheer so that you can see thru them to the 

construction on the outer shell.  Often when I 

present a muslin to Peter he will complain that it is 

too perfect and I should mess it up!



To contrast a sketch by Ralph Rucci



Here's and example of how I have redrawn one of 

Ralph's original sketches to more normal human 

proportions.



The muslin does not have the actual knot work on it, 

that is determined later



The knot work is sampled in a small area , then 

added to the gown later.


